ON   EDUCATION

That is one reason why there is so much waste in it. We
enter this maze with high hopes but no clear purpose and
the deeper we plunge into it the more we lose any sense of
direction, till we end by following our particular alley,
blindly conscientious, through an inextricabilis error in which
we have long ceased to look for a clue. Perhaps this is an
unfair description of education, but most people who have
taught or learnt will know what I mean by describing it as
a maze without a clue. Yet there are clues to the maze. One
clue is the old conception of a liberal education.

What is a liberal education? Most people would probably
reply,

Subjects like history, literature, languages, pure
mathematics and science are a liberal education, but
subjects like book-keeping, business administration, com-
mercial French, accountancy, cooking and shorthand are
not. They are technical or vocational, not liberal.

So far as it goes, that answer would be true. But why are
some subjects classed as liberal education and others not?
In itself liberal education is an odd phrase. What has the
adjective * liberal9 to do with education, and why should
a 'liberal' education be regarded as a good thing? To
answer that question, we must go back to the country
where the phrase 'liberal education9 was first used. The
word 'liberal', 'belonging to a free man', comes from
a world where slavery existed, and has survived into times
when, in the literal sense, it has no meaning because there
are no slaves. To understand it, we must imagine our-
selves in the Greek world where the great distinction was
between free men and slaves, and a liberal education was
the education fitted to a free citizen.

That distinction may seem obsolete in a world where
slavery has been abolished. But though slavery has gone,
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